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Timely Garden Tips

By Edie Young

With spring coming soon it is time to get serious about the garden.  Fertilize your roses if you have pruned them. It still is not too late to do pruning. Fertilize shrubs if you weren't able to last month.  It is possible to plant or move your trees (if small enough and they have not budded yet).  If you have started your vegetable seeds and they are about 4 inches you can transplant them to peat pots and  lightly fertilize them.  Use a diluted solution, about one-tenth of the strength that you would use for a mature plant.  When it is time to transplant your vegetables, in the peat pots, make sure to plant pot and all.  There may still be some danger of frost if you transplant early.  If you have planted your plants, one way to protect them is to use gallon jugs. You cut out the bottom of the jug and place it over the seedling at night.  Be sure to take it off in the daytime when it is warmer or when the sun is out.  

If you have not prepared your garden soil; now would be a good time to add well rotted manure, mulch and or compost and then rototill or mix in with a garden spade.  Radishes can be directly sown in the garden about the end of this month.  An early start may help them from becoming strong tasting.

Interesting office questions-the more interesting ones!
1. Sutter County Environmental Health had this question: can the lead in lead rods, when left outside lying in a garden area, leach lead into the garden soil? 


I posed this question to Art Craigmill, whom I’ve had talk to Sutter County growers about environmental fate of pesticides and why we care if pesticides get in the water.  He gave an excellent class, and had some really cool videos of the subtle effects of (for instance) 10 ppm of copper sulfate (leaf curl control) on trout.  That low of a dose made the trout lose their sense of danger, either from loss of smell, or some other physiological effect, thus when the pheromone for danger was placed in the water with the copper treated fish it swam around like nothing was wrong.  The fish in the copper-free tank raced around trying to find a place to hide!  Really dramatic!


The question: If they are pure lead, they would probably get an oxidized coating on them which would prevent them from leaching much into the soil.

If they have been there a long, long time, then that coating might have been washed off into the soil by rain.  This would lead to higher concentrations in the soil, but not necessarily in crops. Only root crops might take it up significantly in the outer root layers.

Batteries would be a whole different ball game because they would contain a lot of lead salts with definite potential to leach.

Hope this helps,
Art Craigmill 
Extension Toxicology Specialist Environmental Toxicology
This month’s plant and disease spotlights are brought to you by Rita Anderson
Plant of the Month
Brunfelsia australis – Yesterday-Today-and-Tommorrow
Ericaceae
This attractive evergreen shrub grows to about 8 feet tall and almost as wide, with a densely twiggy habit and slightly shiny leaves, purplish when young and in cool weather.  At peak flowering, usually in mid-spring but sometimes in late winter or early summer, it bears masses of blossoms, which open violet and fade to pale blue then white, all colors on the bush at the same time. Performs well in containers with rich, well-drained soil, and regular feeding through the growing season.  All parts are poisonous if ingested.
USDA Zone 9-12



Sunset Zones 12-17
Tree of the Month

Arbutus unedo-Strawberry Tree
Native to western Mediterranean and Ireland, this bushy-crowned, small tree with thick trunks and somewhat sinuous limbs; the bark often peels attractively.  The thick-textured leaves are usually finely toothed and the flowers are small, white or pinkish bells in compact clusters at the bottom of the branch end.  A small proportion of flowers develop into fleshy but hard, reddish yellow globular fruit, often with wrinkled surfaces, which takes almost a year to ripen.  The “strawberry” in the name refers to the fruit, which are edible but hardly palatable.  Your coordinator’s favorite tree!

USDA Zone 7-10                                       Sunset Zone 4-24

Insect of the Month

Steneotarsenemus pallidus-Cyclamen mite
The cyclamen mite, a tiny mite in the tarsonemid family, can seriously damage strawberries.  The pest is pinkish orange as an adult, translucent in immature stages, and smaller than a spider mite; you will need a 14X hand lens to see it.  The mite lays it eggs and feeds on young, unfurling leaves at the crown of the plant.  When the leaves emerge, they appear stunted, crinkled and malformed.  When the infestation is serious, the whole plant is dwarfed, leaves turn brownish green, and fruit are small, dry and withered.  Management: The best way to manage cyclamen mite is to remove and destroy infested plants as soon as they are spotted.  Unlike spider mites, cyclamen mites can survive on few other plants and are introduced in to the garden primarily on strawberries.  Establish new plantings from mite-free stock and never plant new plants near infested ones.
Disease of the Month
Phytophtera citrophtora- Phytothora root rot
Symptoms: Phytophthora root rot causes a slow decline of the tree.  The leaves turn green or yellow and may drop, depending on the amount of the infestation.  The disease destroys the feed roots of the susceptible rootstocks.  The pathogen infects the root cortex, which turns soft and separate from the stele.  If destruction of feeder roots occurs faster than their regeneration, the uptake of water and nutrients will be severely limited.  The tree will grow poorly, stored energy reserves will be depleted, and production will decline.
Comments on the Disease: Phytophtora species are present in most citrus groves.  They can survive adverse conditions as persistent spores in the soil.  During moist conditions, large numbers of motile zoospores, which can swim in water for short distances, are produced. Zoospores are the infective agents that are carried in irrigation or rainwater to the roots.

Management: For homeowners management involves the use of resistant rootstocks and irrigation management.  For farmers it involves using fungicides and fumigation.

For more information see the Citrus IPM book, Phytophtora Root Rot.
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