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You will find something more in woods than in books.  Trees and stones will teach you that which you can never learn from masters.  St Bernard (1090-1153)
Timely Garden Tips

By Edie Young

 Here it is hot July and the plants and lawn are thirsty. 
Cut your lawns higher to minimize the evaporation.  Cutting it higher protects the crown heads of your turf-grass from sun scald.  Dig up and store your spring blooming bulbs.  Be sure to store them in a cool dark place with good air circulation.  Fertilize your vegetable garden to get the maximum from it.  

Plant seeds of fall-blooming annuals now.  Some of those are calendulas, Iceland poppy, alyssum, sweet peas and forget-me-nots.  

 

Deep water established trees.  A slow flow of water is recommended so that the water is absorbed in the soil and not running off. 
Start seeds for your winter garden now.  Some winter garden plants are cabbage, cauliflower Brussels sprouts and broccoli.

Interesting office questions
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Osage Orange, Breadfruit, Brainfruit-Maclura pomifera.  What is this above fruit? We’ve gotten this question three times in the past two weeks!  It is not poisonous but it tastes NASTY, so I don’t recommend eating it. 
Plant of the Month

Lemongrass-Cymbopogon citrates
Perennial
Tender perennial in our area.  Grows well in a pot, so when it freezes back you can protect it by moving to a garage/patio.  Needs afternoon shade, in this area.  Can get to 3-4’ tall and 2’ wide.  Makes an excellent accent plant in the garden.  Harvesting of the stalks is from the outside with the best flavor in the fat, bulb part near the ground.  Can be started from stalks from the Farmer’s Market.  Take several stalks, place them in water, and roots will begin in 10-14 days.  Plant when roots are 2-3” long.  
USDA Zone 1-8



Sunset Zones 1-9
Insect of the Month

Boxelder bug-Boisea rubrolineata
Order Hemiptera-Chewing mouthparts
Feed on the leaves flowers, etc of the seed-bearing or female box elder tree, Acer negundo.  They can subsist on maple and ash trees.  Full grown are about ½” long, mostly black with red on each wing.  They like to hang out together in huge groups and this is where we as MGs come in.  This time of year we get 5-8 calls or visits by customers who have this invading their houses, or outside walls.  They cause very little landscape damage but are a nuisance to homeowners.  Insecticides rarely work, exclusion for the home is usually necessary, and vigilance is needed.  They don’t reproduce indoors, and will eventually die.  Removal of female box elder trees helps, but may not eliminate it, since your neighbors likely have the trees too, and the bug can fly a good distance.  
Disease of the Month
Dollar spot-Scerotinia homeocarpa, Lanzia sp., Moellerodiscus sp.
Susceptible grasses include: fescue, ryegrass, annual bluegrass (look another bluegrass pest!).  Small, circular spots from 1-5” in diameter, with spots coalescing into larger areas of necrosis.  The most distinct symptom is white cobwebby threads seen early in the morning on the top of the lawn.  Moderate temperatures (60o-80oF), excess moisture promote this disease.  Homeowners really notice this time of year when the lawn has the huge brown spots in it.  Treatment options include: fungicides (early spring), water correctly (3X weekly, not daily), mow to 3” to keep the lawn healthy, and reduce your fertilizer use to 2-3X yearly.
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