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We have so much to hope from the flowers.  Sir Arthur Conan Doyle
Timely Garden Tips

By Edie Young

 

Secure climbing roses and other vining plants against harsh winter winds.  I use old nylons or the legs of panty hose to tie them up.  The hose stretch enough to keep from cutting into the vine as it grows.

 

Mulch roses with 5 to 6 inches of bark or organic mulch to protect roots from severe frost.

 

Cut chrysanthemums 2-3 inches from soil after they have finished blooming and have died back.

 

Cut tops off asparagus and cover with organic mulch or well aged manure.

 

Transplant hardy annuals such as sweet peas, pansies and radicchio for winter color.

 

If you have not fertilized your lawn yet, it is still not too late.  Use a winterizing formula that is low in nitrogen.
 

Cover frost tender plants with a large dark plastic bag when there is danger of frost.  Make sure parts of the bag are not touching the plants.  I use long stakes or cut branches to hold the bag away from the plants.  Be sure to take the bag off when there is sunshine.

 

California Master Gardener Lecture Series
Check out University of California Television for Master Gardeners videos.  http://www.uctv.tv/gardening and satellite television, http://www.uctv.tv/where.shtml.

  Watching the shows can be counted as continuing education hours.  
Free and Groovy Publications
Check out UC/ANR publications at http://anrcatalog.ucdavis.edu.  Go to the left panel and click on free publications.  There are 383 free publications for downloading.  Check them out!
Tree of the Month
Erythrina crista-galli.- Common Coral Tree
Fabaceae (leguminosae)
Deciduous tree or shrub that grows to 20 feet tall.  Common Coral Tree is native to South America.  It is a lovely multi-stemmed plant, with 6” long leaves (leaflets) that bloom in early spring.  Flowers are spike-like, clusters of velvety bird-like blossoms that range in color from pink to wine.  With care they can be inspired to bloom three times a year.  To encourage another bloom, cut back flower heads.  In our area this can freeze back to the ground, so either mulch heavy, or grow in a pot that can be moved to protection in the winter.
                                       USDA Zone 8-11                  Sunset Zone 7-9, 12-17 and 19-24
Insect of the Month

Culiseta incidens….Cool weather mosquito

Culiseta incidens  is a large (5.5-6 mm) mosquito that has speckled wings.  Abdominal segments are basally white; tarsi have narrow white basal rings.  This is a common species in cooler weather, but it bites man readily.  Culiseta  breeds in a wide variety of natural ground waters (ditches, clear pools, swamps) and artificial containers (rain barrels, old tires, tin cans).  It is common throughout the state up to 11,000 feet in the high Sierras.

Disease of the Month

Ustilago cynodontis….Loose smut

Loose smut is a disease of common bermudagrass that causes the flower heads to become replaced by masses of dark spores.  The fungus remains in the infected plants year round.  The spores infect germinating seeds and young stolons.  Symptoms show principally at flowering.  Loose smut is most prevalent in warm weather.  Control by keeping grass mowed short and promoting vigorous growth.  Treat with a suitable fungicide like Daconil, or relish the disease and spread it if you want to get rid of the bermudagrass.  
Plant of the Month

Bulbine frutescens

A member of the lily family, bulbine is a showy shrubby perennial from South Africa.  It has fibrous roots and aboveground stems that form low spreading clumps to one foot high and three feet wide.  The leaves are fleshy, bright green and shaped like slender pointed pencils.  Orange or yellow flowers open progressively on 18 inch stems.  Bulbine blooms throughout spring, summer and fall.  It requires low moisture and afternoon shade in the Central Valley.

USDA Zones 9-ll       Sunset Zones 8, 9, 12-24.

Weed of the Month

Oxalis pes-caprae - Sourgrass 
Perennial weed
In winter, snow is seldom seen in the mild Mediterranean-climate areas of California. Instead, many of our gardens sport blankets of green clover-like foliage of the bulb known to botanists as Oxalis pes-caprae. Also called Sourgrass, Cape Sorrel or Bermuda Buttercup, this yellow-flowered pest is endangered in its native South Africa, where many natural predators keep it in check. Californians, alas, are not so lucky. Even well-established planting beds can be overrun or smothered by this greedy “imperialist,” which spreads by both rhizomes and bulbs.   A simple way to mount an offense against the offensive Sourgrass is to keep the plant’s foliage cut back, thereby starving and eventually eliminating the bulbs. 
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The new MG training starts March 7, and concludes on June 27.  We veterans (yes, including the Class of 2005) can attend individual classes for a nominal fee.  SO, if you have friends, family, neighbors, lost souls, or other gardening addicts that might be interested in joining this endeavor, e-mail me, call me, or snail mail me with their pertinent information.  I need their names, addresses and phone numbers.  We will advertise starting in early January, have our “Meet the Master Gardeners” get-together the third week in January, and perform interviews in mid-February.  
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We have about 10 left.
The Tree Selector is a Web site that helps with tree selection in USDA Hardiness Zones 2-7.  We are USDA Zone 8 or 9.  Try the Tree Selector at http://orb.at.ufl.edu/TREES/index.html  and then click on the link for a Tree Selector in USDA Hardiness Zones 8-11.  This site asks a lot of questions about site selection and tree type but wading through it yields a narrow list of trees good for your site.  Interesting web for cruising on long rainy days.
NITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, AND COUNTIES OF SUTTER & YUBA COOPERATING


The University of California prohibits discrimination against or harassment of any person employed by or seeking employment with the University on the basis or race, color, national origin, religion, sex, physical or mental disability, medical condition (cancer-related or genetic characteristics), ancestry, marital status, age, sexual orientation, citizenship, or status as a covered veteran (covered veterans are special disabled veterans, recently separated veterans, Vietnam-era veterans or any other veterans who served on active duty during a war or in a campaign or expedition for which a campaign badge has been authorized).  University Policy is intended to be consistent with the provisions of applicable State and Federal laws. Inquiries regarding the University’s equal employment opportunities policies may be directed to the Affirmative Action Director/Staff Personnel Services Director, University of California, Agriculture and Natural Resour ces, 300 Lakeside Drive, 6th Floor, Oakland, CA 94612-3550, (510) 987-0096.
Cooperative Extension


University of California


YUBA & SUTTER COUNTIES


142A Garden Highway


Yuba City CA  95991


(530)822-7515   FAX 673-5368


http://cesutter.ucdavis.edu





December 2006














