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_February 2006___
Coordinator: Jan Kendel

                                                              Farm Advisor & Program Supervisor:  Janine Hasey
To be overcome by the fragrance of flowers is a delectable form of defeat.  Beverly Nichols 
Chilling hours
My ongoing saga.  As of 1/10/06, Farmer Fred claims we only have 460 hours of chilling.  Janine’s chilling hour’s machine shows us at 468 hours.  We haven’t been this low since 2002.   What are the possible side effects?  Fruit trees can bloom irregularly, or not have a strong bloom, or even bloom early.  In addition, double or “twin” fruits occur more often in low chill years.  
New-New-New!!!  Timely Garden Tips

By Edie Young

Now is the time to plant bare root fruit trees, berries and grapes and roses.   Look for plants that are wrapped in sawdust that are still damp. Plant to the top of the grafts.  Prune roses near the end of the month for best blooms.  Spray fruit trees with a dormant spray to kill overwintering insects, their eggs and fungal spores.  Plant sweet peas, broccoli, cabbage and lettuce.

I didn’t give Edie much time to put together a list so…..from the Sac Co calendar……February Garden Guide

Things to Plant 

Annuals, Perennials: Finish planting cool-weather annuals such as alyssum, calendula, candytuft, cineraria, forget-me-not, Iceland poppy, pansy, snapdragon, stock, sweet pea, sweet William and viola.  Plant early blooming perennials such as alstroemeria, bleeding heart, campanula, coral bells, euryops and dianthus. 

Bare root: Finish planting roses, fruit trees, deciduous trees, shrubs and vines.  Bare root season ends February 28th.  

Garden Maintenance: Fertilize spring-blooming flowers and fall-planted annuals and perennials.  Wait to feed azaleas, camellias and rhododendrons until after bloom with an acid-type fertilizer. (If acid loving plans are fertilized during flower development or blooming, the flower buds and blooms will fall off).  Begin fertilizing roses and continue feeding every 6 weeks until early October. 

Finish pruning deciduous fruit tress, cane berries and roses.  Prune spring-flowers shrubs after they bloom and evergreen shrubs, if necessary.  
Start mulching with a layer covering the soil surface with organic or inorganic mulches.  Keep all mulch 4-6” away from plant crowns. 

Control crabgrass in turfgrass and ornamentals.  See weed of the Month. 
More interesting stuff
ETIOLATED.  Means pale , from lack of sunlight.  –from Gillian
**** I asked Franz Niederholzer (prune advisor) if you can select for certain weeds using cultivation practices.  I specifically asked if either grasses or weeds can be selected for by disking an orchard.  This is Franz’s response: 

I know you can do the opposite – select for broadleaf weeds (mallow, mustard, etc.) by NOT disking after harvest.  In blocks where growers disked after harvest and final irrigation, grasses are now growing.  Blocks that didn’t get disked have high mustard/mallow.
 
Plant of the Month
Pieris japonica – Lily of the Valley
Elegant in foliage and form the year round, these plants make good companions for rhododendron and azalea, to which they are related and have the same cultural requirements.  They have whorls of leathery, narrow oval, glossy medium to dark green leaves and bear clusters of small, urn-shaped, typically white flowers. Most plants form flowers buds by autumn; these resemble strings of tiny beads in greenish pink, red or white and provide a subtle decorative feature in winter.  Flowers open from mid-winter to mid-spring.  New spring growth if often brightly colored (pink to red or bronze).

USDA Zone 4-10



Sunset Zones 2b -9/17-17
Weed of the Month

Crabgrass – Digitaria ischaemum/sanguinalis
There are two species of crabgrass common in California; smooth crabgrass, Digitaria ischaemum, and large or hairy crabgrass D. sanguinalis.   Smooth crabgrass is a low-growing, summer annual plant that spreads by seed and from rootings of the culm nodes (joints) that lie on the soil. When unmowed it will grow upright to about 6 inches, but will tolerate mowing in turf at ¼ inch and will still produce seed at this height.  Large crabgrass, when found in turf, is a low-growing summer annual that also spreads by seed and from rooting of nodes. When unmowed it may grow upright to a height of 2 feet.  It will not tolerate close mowing.  Control:  Flaming with a hand held burner will control crabgrass seedlings, clear plastic mulching is effective for eradicating crabgrass if applied during periods of high solar radiation. Herbicides applied before it germinates (preemergent herbicides, pendimethalin trade name Halts) or after it germinates (postemergent herbicides).  See Crabgrass Pest Notes -7456 for more detailed information. 

Insect of the Month

Anarsia lineatella – Peach Twig Borer

Crops Attacked: Peaches, nectarines, almonds, apricots, plums and prunes. Peach twig borer caterpillars bore into the growing shoots of twigs and ripening fruit or nuts.  Damage to twigs is most serious to young trees, because death of new shoots can interfere with normal shoot growth and cause problems with tree shaping and pruning.  In fleshy fruit, such as peaches and nectarines, peach twig borers infest ripening fruit, especially around the stem end or along the suture.  Usually feeding injury is superficial, less than 3/8” deep on fruit.  When they first hatch, twig borer caterpillars are dirty white or light brown with a black head.  Low levels of peach twig borer can be tolerated in backyards trees.  If control is needed, the best control options are sprays of the microbial insecticide Bacillus thuringiensis at bloom, or a spray combining oil and pyrethroid has the advantage of also killing a number of other insect pests such as San Jose scale and mites, and is easy for gardeners to time treatments during the December through January dormant periods.  If coverage is good, populations will be reduced over 95%. Note: including pyrethroids may pose some risk to raptors, aquatic invertebrates, beneficials, other non-target organisms or water quality.  An oil, copper sulfate, and an insecticide treatment timed around Valentine’s Day reduces the disease pressure of peach leaf curl and takes care of PTB problems too.  
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