

[image: image7.wmf]

[image: image1.wmf]                             February, 2007
Coordinator: Jan Kendel





Farm Advisor & Program Supervisor:  Janine Hasey
                                                              
These things I know for certain, Always throw salt over your left shoulder, Grow lavender for luck,
Plant rosemary by the garden gate, and fall in love whenever you can.
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    Timely Garden Tips

By Edie Young

After the freezing weather we have had lately, we need to check our landscape for damage.  Some plants will obviously be gone while others may need to be pruned or, in most cases, just left alone until the weather warms and the plants begin to show green.  Then it will be easy to see what needs to be cut out.   As a general rule, never cut out more than one-third of the growth of the plant.

 


We have been having such dry weather that we need to water some of our evergreens.  Some of them may be showing signs of stress.  The color of the branches will indicate that.  Bronze or yellowing are some of the changes.  If the branches are brown and brittle, the plant is a definite goner. You will want to remove it.

 


It is still okay to prune your existing roses and to plant new ones.  When pruning, be sure to clean up all debris that may cause disease to your plants and may also harbor "critters".  Now would be a good time to fertilize the established roses. I use a systemic that fertilizes and protects all in one.

 


Get out your seed catalogues and plan what you want to grow this year.  I found a plant called the American Cranberry Bush, Viburnum trilobum that has red berries in the winter for feeding a variety of birds. It is relatively disease free, has a compact growing style, the fruit is not poisonous, and it loves full sun. I find that I don't have much winter color in my landscape and I like to watch the birds.  It won't poison the grandchildren and I have an abundance of sunny locations, so I think I will try this one.

 
Tree of the Month
Eriobotrya japonica - Loquat or Japanese plum
Rosaceae

We received an office call requesting identification of a small tree in a Marysville yard.  I went to the place our caller described and spied a little tree that, although snuggled up against the house, took a real beating from the frost.  It was much wilted, but appeared to be a loquat.  


 Loquats are small, rounded evergreen trees or shrubs native to China and Japan.  They are quite popular in our area as ornamentals, but are indeed tender and produce their best fruit in tropical climates.  They make interesting, although slightly messy, patio and small yard shade trees.  They grow to 30 feet and produce large, deep green leaves with light, slightly fuzzy undersides.  Aromatic, wooly white flowers are produced on terminal clusters in the fall.  Where climate allows, they will produce tasty fruit for jams or snacks.

Loquats like full sun to partial shade.  Plant in well-drained soil and provide moderate, regular water.

                                       USDA Zone 7-10                  Sunset Zone 6-24 
Uninvited Houseguests
Wolf Spider
Family Lycosidae
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In winter, our attention turns to indoor pursuits.  That’s also true for some of our local wildlife.  Despite our best housekeeping efforts, some insects move indoors and accordingly, so do some of the creatures that eat them.  

Wolf spiders are rather large (usually around 1inch in diameter) and hairy and can appear somewhat intimidating.  They do not build webs and get their name from their habit of stalking prey.  They dine on a wide variety of insects and even other spiders.  In nature (or our gardens), they construct burrows close to food sources.  Female wolf spiders carry their eggs with them in an egg sac and, after the eggs hatch, the spiderlings climb onto their parent’s back until they grow too large.  Wolf spiders are unique for this care of their young.

Have patience with your wolf spiders.  They are not venomous or harmful to humans and they are highly beneficial in your garden.  They can be easily trapped by placing a glass over them (upside down, of course) and slipping a stiff piece of paper or cardboard under them.  Then, simply escort them back to the garden.  Spring will be here soon!
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Local gardeners and farmers are finding January’s temperatures to be anything but normal.  I didn’t have to go any farther than my own front door to notice that:  temperature ranged from 8 ½ degrees above normal on January 3rd to 11 degrees below normal on January 11th    in my neighborhood.  A visitor to the Southern California beaches this month could expect to take a brisk morning walk at 25° F!


Sometimes we learn from experience and/or our mistakes.  After the freezing weather was over, I consulted U.C. ANR Publication 8100, “Frost Protection for Citrus and Other Subtropicals” to learn what I should have done for my Eureka lemon trees.


Pam Geisel and Carolyn Unruh, UC Cooperative Extension, Fresno County, discuss the symptoms and types of frost, the responses of various citrus varieties, ways to protect trees and fruit, and simple cultural practices that will make your trees more resistant to freezing temperatures.

Did you know that

· tender citrus varieties may sustain frost damage in as little as 30 minutes at 29°F (-1.7°C)?
· trees planted adjacent to structures with a southwest exposure will benefit from absorbed heat?
· you should avoid planting trees in the lowest portion of your yard because cold air tends to collect in low-lying areas?
· mulch prevents radiant heat from protecting trees?
· irrigation water gives off heat and enables the soil to retain heat, thus warming the soil around roots and the air around the trees?
· waiting until late spring or early summer to prune out frost damage gives trees more time to recover?
This and other free & useful publications can be found at:

http://anrcatalog.ucdavis.edu/InOrder/Shop/Shop.asp  Just type the publication number in the Search box.

For more information on rehabilitating frozen citrus and avocados:

http://ucavo.ucr.edu/AvocadoWebSite%20folder/AvocadoWebSite/General/Frost.html
[image: image6.emf] 

 





In the middle of winter, I like to walk around the yard, taking note of the first signs of life.  One of the earliest weeds I see in the yard or garden is common groundsel, a widespread winter annual.  Groundsel produces 25,000 or more seeds per plant, which germinate from late fall to early spring, particularly in bare ground.  I have groundsel to thank for teaching me to pick up my weed piles promptly after a weeding session.  Like several other hard-to-control species in the Sunflower family, seeds from open flowers can still mature and disperse from plants that have been cut or pulled.


Groundsel is one of the first weeds to infest uncultivated areas, but it is a poor competitor.   For this reason, it is less likely to become established in turf or areas with course mulch at least 3 inches thick.  Tilling, hoeing and weeding can be very effective if done before flowers open.


In botanical terminology*, groundsel is described as more or less glabrous with oblanceolate to obovate leaves, unevenly dentate to lobed, discoid flower head, with black-tipped outer phyllaries.  Its fruit is subglabrous. (from The Jepson Manual)

*in language for the rest of us:  groundsel is a more or less smooth (glabrous) plant with leaves that are long and narrow (lanceolate) to rounded (obovate), but widest above the middle (ob-, as in oblanceolate).  The leaf edges have sharp, teeth-like projections that point outward (dentate), or they may have bulges (lobed).  The flowers are round and without petals (discoid); and are surrounded with black-tipped bracts (phyllaries).   Its seeds are not quite smooth (subglabrous).

See “Common Groundsel” Pest Notes at http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/PMG/PESTNOTES/pn74130.html for pictures and more control tips.
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Weed of the Month


Common Groundsel, or “Old Man of the Spring”


Senecio vulgaris


Asteraceae (Sunflower Family)





Coping with the Cold








