

[image: image1.png]


_January 2006___
Coordinator: Jan Kendel

                                                              Farm Advisor & Program Supervisor:  Janine Hasey
"Earth here is so kind, that just tickle her with a hoe and she laughs with a harvest."  Douglas W. Jerrold, playwright and humorist
Interesting stuff
Master Gardener Eddie Rhoades has created a calendar based on scenes from the Garden Writers Conference in Vancouver (same USDA zone as California, Georgia, Alabama and such). The calendar is FREE and you can print as many copies as you like. The URL (web address) is:

http://www.mindspring.com/~erhoades/gwa_calendar/index.htm
 The Garden Writers are the people that created the national Plant-A-Row program.

Plant of the Month
Cimicifuga simplex-Kamchatka Bugbane
Ranunculaceae Family
The name literally means “bug repellent”, from the Latin cimex, the bedbug, and fugare, to repel, reflecting an early use of one of the species.  Foliage is rather Astilbe-like, ferny with toothed leaflets.  Flowers are long, erect spikes in white, cream or pinkish colored flowers.  Prefer part-shade and deep, rich soil but need regular water here.  Bloom best with a good winter chill (ha I found another way to remind you of chillin’.) Divide rhizomes in the fall. C. simplex blooms latest, in autumn.

  USDA Zones 3-9                        Sunset Zones 1-7, 17
Insect of the Month

Diaspidiotus perniciosus-San Jose Scale
Over-winter in the black cap stage and cause injury by feeding on twigs, branches and fruit…….may also inject salivary toxins while feeding.  A characteristic, red halo-like discoloration forms around the insect on the twig or fruit.  Use of oils and or oil plus a light dose of insecticide works best, especially to keep the beneficial insect population up and better able to control the scale.  
Weed of the Month
Montia perfoliata-Miner’s lettuce
Portulaceae
Fleshy, succulent winter annual.  Bright green in color with white to pink flowers.   Edible weed, Native Americans would place in area of native fire ant holes in hopes the ants would deposit formic acid and add some “spice” to the blandish tasting lettuce.  Usually found after first heavy rains, in orchards or Northern California.  Tillage and crop or weed competition takes it out pretty quickly.  Bonnie and I were just talking about how we used to eat this as kids while racing around doing kid stuff.   
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