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Coordinator: Jan Kendel

                                                              Farm Advisor & Program Supervisor:  Janine Hasey
You will find something more in woods than in books.  Trees and stones will teach you that which you can never learn from masters.  St Bernard (1090-1153)
Many thanks to our UC Yuba/Sutter/Colusa Director, Mike Murray

         Thanks Mike for the four new reference books!  Mike had some extra money and generously gave some to us for new books!  We ordered: Audubon’s  Insect and Spider ID book, Carrots love Tomatoes, Roses love Garlic (companion planting guides), and UC’s Natural Enemies Handbook.
Timely Garden Tips

By Edie Young

 

Check your vegetable garden daily for bugs and disease. Then you can treat the problems early on before you lose the plant completely.

 

Summer bulbs are still available to buy, and it is not too late to plant them.  Plant them in soil that drains well.  If they don't bloom this year they certainly will next year. 

 

You still can transplant summer vegetables.  They should be planted on a cool mornings and remember to water them well after they are in the ground.

 

Tie up your tomatoes and other vining plants as soon as you can, to keep them off the ground. This will keep them healthier and more bug free, and it is easier to stake them as they grow then when they have sprawled on the ground.

 

I found a tip from Miracle-Gro, that I thought might be useful for those of us who are going on vacations.

Before you leave on vacation, soak indoor plants well.  Place them in the bathtub on an old damp towel. Mist the ones that you can. Close curtains so that there is a low-light situation but not total darkness.  They won't use as much water.  They should be good for two weeks, but will be very dry, so let them soak in the tub for a half hour or so after you return.  Also trim and feed them when you return.

Interesting office questions

Two from my garden for all to learn by:

I have a Purple Flowering Trumpet Vine growing in a 15 gallon pot.  This spring it was looking chlorotic so I fertilized it with standard 16:16:16.  It then began to look very iron deficient.  I, as a typical gardener, then added chelated iron (liquid ironite)!  The new growth then became white with iron deficiency!  I realized the error of my ways and stopped adding any fertilizer! It has recovered and the new growth is a lovely green and it is blooming again.  What happened!  When I first fertilized with 16:16:16, I used a product with ammonium nitrate, this lowered the Ph of the soil in the pot to below 6.8, low enough to show iron deficiency.  When I added the ironite and I REALLY dropped the soil Ph because a sure fire way to lower Ph is to add sulfur or iron!  Now my soil Ph is below 6.3 and my plant is really showing iron deficiency with white new growth.  Since my water is a Ph of 7.2, I (duh) realized that by just watering I would, in time, re-adjust the Ph to above Ph 6.8 and the plant would be happy again.  So the moral of my story is I need to listen to my inner MG voice (and you need to listen to your MG voice) that was likely telling me to stop fertilizing the darn vine!

As you know by now I am a live by the chemical, die by the chemical gardener.  Although you all, as a whole, have been making great strides in converting me away from an all chemical lifestyle.  I had a lovely batch of aphids on my chrysanthemums.  Lovely fat and happy aphids.  My first reaction was to get my sprayer out and kill them with a chemical………but I resisted.  In fact, I noticed several ladybugs had taken up residence in the mums, ah this is a good thing, I thought.  So I let the ladybugs do their thing, they reproduced, and ate, and reproduced, and ate, until I am aphid-free.  So the moral of this story is if I can use less pesticide so can others.  
Plant of the Month

Zinnia augustifolia-Mexican Zinnia
Annual
This variety comes in small, white, yellow or orange flowers, and blooms all summer.  The leaves are narrow and lanceolate, giving the plant an airy feel to it.  This variety is powdery mildew resistant as is the “Profusion” series (another Zinnia variety).  They grow to be 1-1/2 foot tall and equally as wide.   They like full sun but still bloom well in afternoon shade.  They do better with regular water and fertilizer.  
USDA Zone 1-11



Sunset Zones all
Insect of the Month

Oedaleonotus enigma-Valley Grasshoppers
Chewing mouthparts

Grasshoppers are sporadic pest in the garden.  In those years with a wet spring, they can build up in the foothills and move to the valleys to harvest our gardens.  They can be quite devastating when in moderate to high numbers.  Grasshoppers are winged and are good flyers.  They lay their eggs in late summer/early fall in uncultivated soil.  The eggs hatch in the spring and they nymph grasshoppers start eating immediately.  Most species molt 5-6 times, and can live for 2-3 months.  Modest grasshopper populations can be controlled by birds, blister beetles (eat the eggs), robber flies, fungal and bacterial diseases and parasites.  Home gardener pest management includes protective covers and exclusion, setting up “trap” borders around your garden that has grasses in it to attract the grasshoppers away from your garden.  If the population is too large, and massive destruction is occurring, Sevin baits are available that the grasshoppers eat and it kills them.  The benefit to Sevin bait is that it won’t injure bees, as it is in a form that bees can’t use.
Disease of the Month
Fireblight-Erwinia amylovora
A bacterium that frequently causes destruction on pome fruit trees and other pome-like trees.  Bacterium enters via open blossoms, and initial symptoms can include; shriveled flowers that turn black, watery, light tan ooze exudes from branches, twigs or trunk cankers, eventually the infected twig, branch becomes black and looks like someone took a blow torch to it.  Bacteria overwinter in cankers, on twigs and branches, and is transmitted via splashing rain, water.  Management is limited to removal of dead and dying twigs, branches.  Always remember to remove diseased tissue 8-10” below where you see the last dead tissue.  Planting resistant varieties which include Asian pears (not this year), or late blooming pears and apples.  You can always try what I do, remove blossoms before it rains!
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