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He that plants trees loves others beside himself.   Dr. Thomas Fuller (1654-1734)
Spelling correction!
I have been spelling the root rot disease Phytophthora incorrectly!  As you have just seen it spelled is the correct way.  Thank you Janine, for the correction  Scientific names are the best choice and spelling matters!
Timely Garden Tips

By Edie Young

When your spring-blooming bulbs such as tulips and daffodils begin to fade, remove the finished flower heads. I would say, usually, to continue watering, but with our rains I would say to make sure that the bulbs don't dry out if we should have a dry spell.  Feed them with a balanced fertilizer.  

 

Clean up your azaleas, rhododendrons and camellias and give them a water-soluble fertilizer with a high nitrogen count, so that new foliage is encouraged. (Remember nitrogen is the first number on the fertilizer container).

 

Here is a good tip that I just received from one of my gardening buddies, he said, "You always seem over whelmed by the amount of things your garden produces”.  Maybe you should consider planting less, so that you don't have to figure out what to do with too many squash, tomatoes, etc."  I thought that this was good advice. I will plant less.

 
Interesting office questions

1. My peaches and nectarines have peach leaf curl and I sprayed! What do I do?
Nothing much to do now.  The leaf curl infected leaves will fall off and new leaves will replace them.  The tree will fill out and you may not even notice!   To help the tree fertilizing it with a balanced fertilizer like 16:16:16 will help push the tree and the nasty curly leaves off.  Cleaning up the curly leaves from under the tree will help reduce your risk for next year.  I sprayed routinely AND used sta-stuck which helps to keep the copper on the tree in rainy weather but to no avail, I got leaf curl too.   Just too much rain and not enough drying to reduce the disease risk.

Keep an eye on your stone fruit trees this year, especially those of us in the flatlands.  So much rain/water just sitting around the stone fruit tree (especially the crowns) makes for increased soil/root rot issues.  You may not see the symptoms until next year so, fertilize twice yearly, water properly (especially in the heat), so as to help you tree fend off soil diseases.


This month’s plant and disease spotlights are brought to you by Rita Anderson
Plant of the Month
Syringa vulgaris-Common Lilac
Lilacs are prized for their upright to arching panicles of small, highly fragrant flowers, which are massed in loose heads.  They appear from mid-spring and range in color from white and pale yellow to all shades of pink, mauve and purple.  Most of the common varieties of Syringa vulgaris were raised in France from the late 1800 to early 1900s.  Most reach 8-10 feet.  Cultivation: Lilacs prefer moist, hummus-rich, well drained soil in sun or light shade.  They do best where winters are cold because they require a few frosts in order to flower well.   Jan-most varieties require 600-700 hours of chilling to bloom well, there are a few bred for California and will require less chilling.  Any pruning is best done immediately after blooming.  Species may be raised form seed or cuttings.
USDA Zone 4-9



Sunset Zones 1-11
Tree of the Month

Crataegus laevigata-Paul’s Scarlet Hawthorn
This small tree reaches 25 feet or more in height and spread.  It has mid-to dark green glossy leaves with shallow, rounded lobes and produces few thorns.  Its abundant bright crimson, double flowers opening in late spring or summer and followed in fall by a display of fruits mostly in shades of red, often also with attractive foliage colors.  Cultivation: Hawthorns are robust, frost-hardy, deciduous trees, most of which are compact enough even for quite a small garden.  They are sun-lovers and not very fussy about soil type or drainage.
USDA Zone 4-9                                       Sunset Zone 2-12, 14-17
Pest of the Month

Linepithema humile-Argentine Ant
The Argentine ant is a common honeydew-feeding species in California and the southern states.  The small workers are uniformly dark brown and travel in characteristics trails on bark or the ground.  Unlike many social hymenopterans that have only one queen per nest, each Argentine ant colony may have many queens that contribute to this species high reproductive capabilities.  Argentine ant population increase greatly in mid-summer and early fall.  Take control action beginning in late winter or early spring wit sweet baits.
Disease of the Month
Armillaria Root Rot-Oak Root Fungus Disease
Armillaria root rot, affects many broad leaf trees and conifers, bamboo and some herbaceous plants, such as amaryllis, birds of paradise, call carnation, daffodil, dahlia, geranium, jade plant and peony are also susceptible.  This native pathogen is most prevalent in landscapes established in areas of natural forest or where oaks or other native plants once grew.  Damage: Armallaria infects and kills cambial tissue, causing major roots and trunk near the ground to decay and die.  The first aboveground symptoms are often undersized, discolored and prematurely dropping leaves.  Branches often begin to die first around the tops of deciduous trees or in the lower canopy of conifers.  Eventually the entire plant can be killed.  Identification: Armallaria forms characteristic white mycelia plaques between the bark and the wood.  These distinctive white fans have a mushroom like odor when fresh and are visible when the bark is removed from infected roots and the lower trunk.  During cool, rainy weather usually in the fall or early winter, clusters of mushrooms may form at the base of infected trees.  The honey yellow brown mushrooms always occur in groups and each mushroom ranges from 1-10” in diameter.  They have a ring on the stalk just under the cap, and they shed white spores.  Management: Prepare the site before planting and provide appropriate cultural care, especially proper irrigation.  Plant only resistant species where this has occurred previously.
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