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To be overcome by the fragrance of flowers is a delectable form of defeat.  Beverly Nichols 
New-New-New!!!  Timely Garden Tips

By Edie Young

Since it is still too cool to plant warm weather vegetables and plants, you may want to do other garden related things.  Send for seed catalogs.  Rework your vegetable garden design so that you are rotating your plants. Start a new garden journal so that you will know what is successful in your garden and what isn't.  You will want to note any problems that you may have had,  and what solution you used to solve them. We tend to forget from one season to the next what we may have planted, so the journal is a good memory booster.  Sharpen your tools.  Clean up around your citrus trees.  Prune out any dead branches.  Yellowing of the leaves is normal for this time of the year since, it is too cool for the citrus to absorb the iron that it needs for nice green leaves.  Start your warm weather seeds near the end of this month.

Interesting stuff
Your own coordinator learns as she goes sometimes, and here was a BIG learning experience for me!  I quite routinely use the term gummosis to describe bacteria diseases of stone fruits like cherries and peaches.  In fact, our disease of the month in February was going to be bacterial gummosis.  Not a big surprise, Rita Anderson, had a hard time finding any good information on this disease.  Well, I got my correction from Farmer Fred on Sunday, January 28!  University of Pennsylvania: GUMMOSIS ON CHERRY TREE - Gummosis is when a tree exudes sap in a gummy form.  This may indicate a canker or borer, however gummosis is a non-specific response.  So I need to remember to use the correct terminology to describe bacterial diseases, bacterial canker!  Enclosed are two publications on bacterial canker, one from the University of Washington and the other from the UC IPM website.
Word of the week; Extirpation.  Elimination of a species from part of it’s natural range. Gillian
Interesting office questions-yes, I picked the wackier ones!
1.  I have several (apparently over 12) cats and I use sawdust for their litter boxes.  Can I use the sawdust on my lawn?  I found a site on the internet that said it was a good source of nitrogen!
Shockingly I wasn’t the person who asked the question, I have only 5 cats!  I told her no, do not use the sawdust on the lawn, it will kill it.  I also recommended not using it in her compost pile either……for many reasons, mostly sanitary ….…the yuck factor kicked right in…...AND it would likely attract the neighborhood cats, along with the neighborhood dogs, skunks etc…[image: image2.wmf]
2.  The problem as stated is - A gardener has an infestation of microscopic "bugs" under his/her fingernails and believes it was acquired while working the compost pile.  Evidently, without gloves!  The assignment is to identify the "bugs" and how to get rid of them. 

 

I do not have a clue as to whether or not this infestation is causing symptoms - such as itching, redness, etc.  Have you ever heard of this problem before?

Margaret’s response (again yes, I ask her to answer the loonier questions):

I am a Master Gardener and a Sutter County agricultural inspector, and as such, I’m asked to identify insects, mites, and various other forms of life.  To be honest, I have not encountered this exact problem before.  The first question I would ask the gardener is whether he/she has actually seen anything bug-like, and if so, can he/she provide a sample.   

 

Without a sample to identify, I could not rule out the possibility of an unfortunate condition known as Delusory Parasitosis (http://axp.ipm.ucdavis.edu/PMG/PESTNOTES/pn7443.html ).  This is a very real condition to the person suffering from it, but it is not caused by the presence of an actual pest.  However, the sensation of being infested is genuine, and it can be difficult to tell the afflicted person that this is not actually a physical condition. 

 

Two things I have learned about handling potential Delusory Parasitosis cases:

 

1. the person may bring you a sample that has lint, fur, hair, and yes, even live tissue.   For public health reasons, we are not qualified to handle blood/tissue samples, and labs such as the California Department of Food and Agriculture lab will not handle them.  

2. our training does not go beyond identifying animals, plants and plant diseases, so if you do not see an actual insect, mite, nematode, or other creature of the garden and farm, refer the person to a skin specialist to rule out other medical problems.  

 

Plant of the Month
Kalmia microphylla – Western laurel
Ericaceae
Native from Alaska to Northern California.  Grows to 12 inches tall by 8 inches wide, with dark green leaves, and roundish clusters of ½ inch rose to purple flowers.  Partial to full shade given our hot summers, likes things kind ‘a boggy.  
USDA Zone 2-9



Sunset Zones 1-7, 16, 17
Weed of the Month

Mistletoe-Phoradendron macrophyllum
Broadleaf mistletoe attacks several landscape trees including, alder, flowering pear, ash birch, cottonwood and my Payne walnut tree! Small sticky whitish berries are produced October-December and several bird species find them very tasty.  These birds feed on the mistletoe seeds, digest the pulp, but poop the seed intact, where the still sticky seed can then adhere to your favorite landscape tree.  Lovely eh?  The seed germinates, and the haustoria (roots) develop under the bark (in the phloem), where the weed can grow quite happily.   Control:  Your best control method is to cut it out of the tree, at least one foot below the mistletoe top growth.  If you can not cut it out, then another method is to cut the mistletoe flush with the stem, then firmly, but not tightly, wrap the trimmed area with black plastic.  Too tightly and the tree limb may die (.  Duct tape (again firmly, but not tightly) the ends and keep it covered for several months.  The plant growth regulator ethephon (Florel) can be used as a spray treatment when the host tree is dormant!  Follow all label directions!  See Pest Notes 7437 for more information.
Insect of the Month

Helix aspersa – Brown garden snail
They cruise around on a big, nasty, slimy foot and are hermaphrodites, and thus do not require an emotional attachment to another snail to produce babies.  They lay eggs 6X per year and it takes 2 years for a snail to mature.  Wouldn’t you love to hear Mom and Dad snail giving Junior the “facts-of-life” talk?  I digress……they are most active at night, or cloudy/foggy days.  During cold weather they hibernate in the topsoil.  They eat living and decaying plant material and have a special fondness for hostas and citrus.  Control:  handpicking can give you a certain satisfaction, barriers like copper strips are modestly effective,  and methaldehyde baits are poisonous to pets and kids soooooo…….use SLUGGO (iron phosphate).  Sluggo is safe for pets, kids, blue jays and drunk Sluggo applicators, and since it is a fertilizer it gives back to the soil.  It will mold if piled in a clump and the snails won’t eat it in a clump anyways ! [image: image3.wmf]     Pest Notes 7427
Brown rot of stone fruit
Monilinia fructicola
Just an update, to remind you to spray at bloom this year  We had such a bad brown rot problem in 2005 due to the late rains.  As things are progressing this year (2006), it may be another late rain, a lot of brown rot so be prepared!  Following is Ohio State University Extension’s brown rot disease cycle and the California Backyard Orchard’s spring bloom season gardening operations.  Get rid of ANY and ALL of the fruit mummies left on the tree!
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