

[image: image1.wmf]_November 2006
Coordinator: Jan Kendel

                                                              Farm Advisor & Program Supervisor:  Janine Hasey
Cocoon     I lie, curled, in the green cocoon, of my garden, spun of sunlight, and leaves….., ready, to be born.  Moyra Caldecott
 “Do you know the Way to San Jose?”

Ellie Cary
Those of us who found our way to the Master Gardener Convention in San Jose were pleasantly surprised.  Entering the grounds of the Dolce Hays Mansion you stepped into a beautiful setting, a grand old hotel with spacious rooms and a state of the art conference center.   There was a full fitness center which you needed because at every turn there were goodies to snack on.  The breakfast, lunch and dinner buffets were sumptuous.  The presenters were captivating, Gillian fell in love with Felder Rushing,  Renee Shepherd made me want to buy hundreds of Sweet Pea seeds and Delaine Eastin reminded all of us why we garden; it is about the connection with the earth and the legacy that we pass on to the next generation.

We each selected six classes from a list of 37 – this was tough!  The classes were an hour each and covered a wide variety of subjects, again a sumptuous buffet. The best part of the convention was visiting with Master Gardener’s from through out the state and being invigorated by the enthusiasm that permeated the whole conference.  Part of this is the contagious enthusiasm came from the top, Pam Geisel our first statewide coordinator,(in 25 years), is full of ideas and energy and she ready to lead all of us to use our skills and knowledge to make a difference.  The convention was very worthwhile – I hope they will occur more often and more of us will be able to attend.  Did I mention the desserts and the spa?    
Good Morning Master Gardeners
Pam Geisel

Statewide Master Gardener Coordinator

It was great to see so many of you at the Statewide MG Conference.  The evaluations of the conference are quite positive and I think people had a good time in addition to learning something.  I have a couple of items to share with you.

1. MG 25 Year Synopsis:  I have printed copies of the MG 25 Year Synopsis available.  I will be mailing a spiral bound hard copy to you as well as providing a digital copy in this email.  I will be putting it up on the website shortly.   If you have changes or additions you would like included, please send it to me as soon as possible and I will add them to the digital version.  If you need extra copies for your county director or boards of supervisors etc. please let me know.  

2. Firesafe Landscape Powerpoint:  Robin and Mark Stanley, El Dorado County Master Gardeners (and experts on Fire safe landscaping) have developed a PowerPoint presentation with quizzes and handouts for presentations on firesafe landscaping.  I will include the CD in the package I’ll be sending you.  

3. Master Gardener Notebooks:  The Master Gardeners who attended the conference received a cool notebook (printed by our Communications Services marketing director Cynthia Kintigh).  We have an opportunity to order more that say University of California Master Gardeners.  Would this be something you might want to order for your Master Gardener Trainees or MGs or for workshops?  They are about $1.50 or so depending upon how many I order at one time.  I am happy to do a bulk order and then you can purchase them from me for your county.  Let me know and approximately how many you would like.  I will include a sample in the same package I am sending you.  I need to place my order by October 30th, so let me know before then.  

4. ANR Media Library:  Communication Services and I have worked out a plan to provide access to the ANR Media Library for Master Gardeners.   This will help to facilitate their developing presentations.  The MGs can go to the library site and download photographs and images directly.  Talk to Jan or Janine if you want access to this information.
5. Logos:  If you have additional logo ideas for a statewide MG logo, send it to me.  I have about 11 now and would like your input.  I hope to have your contributions soon and make a decision by Jan. 1, 2007. In a few weeks, I’ll place all the images on the website and you can vote (each county will get one vote).  That will be that and we will move forward without further discussion about the logos okay? 

6. Advisory Committee:  I am seeking applications to serve on the Statewide Master Gardener Advisory Committee.  I would like to develop two advisory boards-one of Advisors/coordinators and one of volunteer Master Gardeners.  If you and/or you know of Master Gardeners who are interested please send me the names, contact information and submit brief paragraph of why you would want to be on the advisory committee and what you think you can contribute to it.  We will meet twice a year and perhaps sub committees might meet more often.  The role of the advisory committee is to guide the statewide Master Gardener Program and help to set program priorities.  Please respond by Nov. 15th.  I will cover all travel expenses for those serving on the committee.  I hope to have a complete committee decided upon by Dec. 1, 2006.  The committee will begin serving Jan 1, 2007 through Dec. 31, 2009 (a two year commitment).  If interested in the volunteer board contact Janine or Jan.  

Timely Garden Tips

By Edie Young

 

Prune cane berries, such as raspberries and blackberries.  Cut off canes that have fruited this year and leave new young canes for the next year's fruit crop.

 

Renew bark and mulches around shrubs and trees.

 

Rake fall leaves and mix with mowed grass to start your own compost piles.  Put all of your trimmings and clean-ups from the garden into the compost pile, too.  Leave uncovered and by spring you will have some very nice compost.

 

Now is a good time to aerate and dethatch lawns.  Throughly soak the lawn before starting the aeration or wait until a good rain.

 

If you still have some almost ripe green tomatoes, pick the largest ones and put them in a brown paper bag with some apples.  They will ripen as if they had stayed on the vine.

Plant of the Month
Stapelia spp.- Carrion Flowers
Asclepiadaceae

The 45 species in this genus are the par excellence of carrion flowers.  These succulents, from South Africa, resemble cactus but have no thorns.  The large, elegant flowers are like wide open stars and are pollinated by carrion eating flies.  The flowers not only resemble rotting flesh in color but also in odor.  Stapelias are frost tender and prefer full sun to part shade.  They need moderately fertile soil that is very well drained.  Propagate from seeds or stem cuttings.  

                                       USDA Zone 9b-11                  Sunset Zone 12, 13, 16-24

Insect of the Month
Chrysopa rufilabris - Green Lacewing
Very effective predator that is highly visible in the fall.  The adult does not feed on insects, the larvae is the predator.  The lacewing larva is tapered at the tail and flattened, with distinct legs and long curved mandibles for grasping it’s prey.  Coloring may vary.  Sometimes the lacewing larva are called aphidlions, for their habit of feeding on aphids, but they also eat many small insects and insect eggs.  Lacewing eggs are easy to recognize because they are laid on long stalks.  Lacewings attach their spherical pupae with silk to tree trunks, undersides of leaves and other protected places.  Adults are delicate green insects with slender bodies, large lacey wings and copper colored eyes.  Larvae and adults are approximately ½ inch long.

Disease of the Month
Botrytis cinerea - Botrytis bunch rot

Bunch rot is a fungus that causes shriveled and rotting grapes, often with a gray-brown fuzzy growth.  Damage appears in late summer when fruit is ripe.  Bunch rot is encouraged by cool temperatures and high humidity.  Prevention includes sulfur treatments and increased air flow.  Prune back excess leaves around bunches of grapes for better air flow and pick ripened bunches as soon as possible.  Bird damage aggravates rot.

From the Laptop of Gillian Davidson

I have had so many people drool over my 10 ft x 10ft  Brugmansia 'Charles Grimaldi' which is the most fragrant and most vigorous of the Brugmansias that I have started many, many new plants for other people.  However some people might not be aware of how toxic the plant's sap is.  It contains large amount of atropine, the substance used by ophthalmologists to dilate the pupil and relax the optic muscles during eye examinations.  When cutting this plant gardeners should be very careful not to rub their eyes or they might suffer from dilated pupils for days.  Gloves should be worn because you can also absorb the alkaloids through skin abrasions.  When my daughter brought her 3 month old baby to see me a couple of years ago a leaf from the angel trumpet near the front door touched the baby's face and she immediately had a rash on her cheek.  People with sensitive skin might have the same reaction.   The ornamental white night blooming daturas are closely related to the infamous jimsonweed (alias locoweed as it "made people go mad") have a spiked seed pod and readily self seed, are drought tolerant and have a nice lemon scent to their upturned flowers.  (Brugmansias have flowers that hang down).   The spiky seeds of the daturas are the most toxic and can cause seizures hallucinations delirium and even death if ingested as it contains several different and dangerous alkaloids.

A note from Jan: Jimsonweed, Datura jasminoides, is as Gillian states “causes seizures and hallucinations”.  You read about kids (teenagers) 2-3 times a year getting high from making a tea from the seeds of this plant.  In fact, my favorite CSI (Las Vegas) had kids getting high from Jimsonweed tea as one of the vignettes in a 2005 episode.
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