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Treed…by Joyce Kilmer’s cat
I think I will never see, A poem nifty as a tree; A tree whose rugged trunk seems meant, To speed a happy cat’s ascent; A tree that laughs at dogs all day, and serves up baby birds for prey; A tree whose limbs are in the sky, where clandestinely I can spy; Until it does upon me dawn, It is a mile down to the lawn; Poems are made by cats like me, But only you can get me off this #$*% stupid tree.

Timely Garden Tips

By Edie Young

 

Now that it is cooler weather trees can be planted. Trees can be planted in the spring but this is the best time because they have the winter to establish a root system before the very hot summer.

 

Plants that provide color in the month of September are Crape Myrtles, cotoneasters, viburnums, hydrangeas, potentilla, pyracantha, and mums, and ornamental grasses.

 

There are lots of ornamental grasses available to plant for color and a varied effect in your ornamental plantings.   Ornamental grasses are especially striking in rock gardens and along dry river beds.

 

Do not prune azaleas, rhododendrons and other spring flowering shrubs because they have already set their buds for next spring's flowers.

 

For color in your bare spots in the garden plant some mums also known as chrysanthemums.  There are so many beautiful colors now.  When you are at the nursery buying your mums be sure to check the plant for disease and evidence of insect damage. When planting your mums amend the soil with some good compost.  (Perhaps some compost that you have done).

Interesting office questions

I have root-knot nematodes in my garden what do I do?
Soil solarization, massive plantings of marigolds, crop rotation and weed-free areas are your best moves with this persistent pest.
Soil Solarization

Solarization can be used to temporarily reduce nematode populations in the top 12 inches of soil to allow the production of shallow-rooted annual crops and to help young woody plants become established before nematode populations increase. However, solarization will not provide long-term protection for fruit trees, vines, and woody ornamental plants. For effective solarization, moisten the soil and then cover it with a clear plastic tarp. The tarp must be left in place for 4 to 6 weeks during the hottest part of summer. Root knot nematodes, including eggs, are readily killed when soil temperature exceeds 125°F for 30 minutes or 130°F for 5 minutes. The effectiveness of solarization is reduced in cool coastal areas, where summer temperatures commonly remain below 80°F. 
Nematode-suppressive Plants

Certain marigolds (Tagetes) suppress root knot and lesion nematodes. French marigolds (varieties include 'Nemagold,' 'Petite Blanc,' 'Queen Sophia,' and 'Tangerine') are most effective. Signet marigolds (Tagetes signata or tennifolia) should be avoided because nematodes will feed and reproduce on these. Marigolds do not work well against the northern root knot nematode (Meloidogyne hapla), a species common in areas with cool winters. The effect of marigolds is greatest when they are grown as a solid planting for an entire season. When grown along with annual vegetables or under trees or vines (intercropping), nematode control is usually not very good. To prevent marigold seed from getting in the soil, cut or mow the plants before the flowers open. As with other cultural control methods, nematode populations will rapidly increase as soon as susceptible crops are grown.
Rotation of crops

Table 2 gives an example of a rotation/fallow plan that would be useful for root knot nematode control. 

	Table 2. Example of a Rotation Plan for a Root Knot Nematode-infested Garden1 

	 
	1st winter
	1st summer
	2nd winter
	2nd summer
	3rd winter
	3rd summer

	Section A
	fallow
	fallow
	fallow
	plant summer-
susceptible crop
	plant winter/
spring crop
	plant summer-
resistant crop

	Section B
	plant winter/
spring crop
	summer
solarize
	plant winter/
spring crop
	plant summer-
susceptible crop
	fallow
	summer
solarize

	Section C
	plant winter/
spring crop
	amend soil, plant summer-
susceptible crop
	fallow
	fallow
	fallow
	fallow or plant summer-
resistant crop


1Garden is divided into three sections: A, B, and C. 
Thought you might find this interesting…..
One of my co-worker’s mother has the patience of Jobe.  She did not like the results she was getting by spraying her yellow nutsedge with herbicides.  She decided this year, 2006, was the year to get rid of this noxious weed and patience would win out.  So, this entire spring and summer she has dug out the clumps of nutsedge…….and then dug out the new clumps of nutsedge that re-grow where she previously had dug!  She has done this religiously, until she finds now, come fall, she has gotten the nutsedge almost under control, just one small spot to eliminate.  Wow! 

Insect of the Month
Red humped caterpillar-Schizura concinna
Commonly found on liquidambers, walnuts, and plums, especially this time of year.  A very gregarious, social insect, which can always be found in a large group happily defoliating your tree.  They are a base color of yellow, with white, reddish brown lines on their sides, and a head that is orange or brick red (humped, hence the name).  Often mistaken for another gregarious caterpillar/insect called the tent armyworm…..Red-humps don’t usually make a tent.  Control is many-fold: parasitic wasps, removal of the limb they are found on, B.T. and my least favorite Sevin.
Weed of the Month

Spotted spurge-Chamaesyce maculate
Euphorbiaceae

Prostrate annual that forms a dense mat, with pinkish flowers and a red dot on the leaf.  Very invasive, especially in lawns that have dead or dying areas.  Some people are allergic to the sap.  Prefers moist, low-lying areas and germinates in warm weather.  Can be controlled with pre-emergent herbicides in the very early spring, and post-emergent herbicides in late spring early summer but…….very easily removed by pulling. 
Plant of the Month

Brimeura amethystina syn. Hyacinthus amethystinus
Liliacece

Perennial from bulb.  Have narrow strap-like leaves and flowers in the spring.  The flowers are bright blue and resemble bluebells.  Plant bulbs in the autumn or late fall and mulch after first hard frost.  Dormancy is during the summer and requires no moisture during this time.  Propagate by seed or dividing clumps.  

USDA Zones 5-9       Sunset Zones 1-10, 14-24 
Funny, HA HA

A botanist was trying to research some details about a particular kind of fern, so he sent a request to all his colleagues asking them to send him any information they had about it.

Unfortunately, he wasn’t very clear in his request.  All the botanists he’d contacted believed he was looking for details about any type of fern rather than the specific one he sought.  Within just a few hours of sending out his request, his FAX machine was buzzing with piles of useless documents about every type of fern-tree ferns and wood ferns, ostrich ferns and cinnamon ferns….all but the one fern in which he was interested.  The machine was so busy spewing out Faxes from every part of the world that he could barely keep up with stocking it with paper and finally just gave up.  

He was forced to send another message to everyone who’d flooded his office with information he couldn’t even use:

“If it ain’t bracken, don’t FAX it.”
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